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Speakers' Abstracts & Biographies  
 
The Multilevel Governance of Climate Change in Cities 
 
Heike Schroeder  
 
Abstract It is widely recognized that urban emissions are significant in part because the urban area is 
where human and industrial activity tends to be most concentrated, but also because of the rapid 
migration from rural to urban spaces that is currently taking place, resulting in escalating urban 
emissions. According to some estimates, cities account for around 75% of carbon emissions from 
human activities. This creates a particular convergence of challenges for governance: growing 
emissions, population pressures, and multiple environmental stressors paired with limited financial 
and regulatory capacities in many urban areas.  This raises two important issues that this 
presentation will address. 
 
First, climate change is a problem that cannot be neatly bounded within one level of governance but 
that intersects policy processes at local, regional, national, supranational and international levels of 
governance. A large metropolitan area, for example, may be the site of climate change governance 
by national, state/county/provincial, city and district level authorities simultaneously. City-regions 
are thus a multi-dimensional – multi-sector, multi-actor and multi-level – phenomenon. 
 
Second, it is increasingly clear that non-state actors, such as cities, are complementing, and in many 
cases serving in lieu of, the efforts of national governments in addressing climate change. They are 
doing so in ways that are novel, creative, dynamic and often effective. Predominant analyses of 
climate change policy have focused on state-to-state interactions, leaving significant gaps in our 
understanding of the potential for emerging multi-level arrangements to deliver results. As these 
arrangements build momentum, there is an opportunity to understand how cities are approaching 
the complex and uncertain problem of climate change, explore the dynamics of climate change 
action, and illuminate how their collective efforts add up qualitatively and quantitatively. 
 
Heike Schroeder is a senior lecturer in climate change and international development at the School of 
International Development, University of East Anglia.  Her areas of research include forest 
governance, cities and climate change and non-state actors and international climate cooperation.   
She is also a coordinator of the Governance & Behaviour Theme in the Tyndall Centre for Climate 
Change Research and a member of the Scientific Steering Committee of the long-term international 
research project on Earth System Governance under the auspices of the International Human 
Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change (IHDP).  
 
From 2007 to 2011, Heike was a Tyndall senior research fellow and a James Martin Senior Fellow in 
forest governance at the Environmental Change Institute, University of Oxford. From 2003 to 2007, 
she was a researcher at the Bren School of Environmental Science and Management, University of 
California, Santa Barbara, as well as the Executive Officer of a 10-year international research project 
on the Institutional Dimensions of Global Environmental Change (IDGEC), a core project of the IHDP.  
She has a PhD in political science from the Free University of Berlin, an MA from Bonn University and 
a BA from the University of East Anglia. She was also a DAAD/Monbusho Scholar at Tokyo University. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Governance, steering and policy for a sustainable built environment 
 
Dan Greenwood 
 
Abstract The shift from hierarchical ‘government’ to governance has been much discussed in 
political science, though important questions remain concerning the effectiveness of different forms 
of governance in addressing vital political-economic challenges such as transitions to a low carbon 
built environment. This paper introduces and applies an analytical approach for assessing strategies 
and tools for shaping and intervening in markets that seek to address those values and goals that are 
not adequately captured through markets alone. The approach draws from heterodox traditions in 
political economy, notably the Austrian and Ecological schools of economics. The approach is applied 
to a study of UK policy for low and zero carbon homes. The conclusions highlight the need for 
government to adopt a more substantive role in shaping low carbon transitions and raises questions 
concerning the effectiveness of the UK policy process in addressing such a complex, cross-cutting 
challenge.  
 
Dr. Dan Greenwood is a Senior Lecturer and a participant in the Governance and Sustainability 
research and teaching programme in the Department of Politics and International Relations at 
University of Westminster. His research in political economy has been published widely in leading 
journals including Political Studies, Economy and Society, Polity, Urban Studies and Environment and 
Planning C. He recently completed a research project on UK policy for zero carbon homes and, by 
invitation from the Zero Carbon Hub, has presented the findings to government and key 
representatives of industry. He is also currently University of Westminster coordinator on a major EU-
funded curriculum development project on the theme of ‘Governance for Sustainable Development.’ 

 
 
Critical conditions for local governments' engagement in sustainable development initiatives 
  
Katarina Eckerberg 
 
Abstract The presentation will dwell upon how and why local governments across Europe engage in 
sustainable development initiatives and discuss various aspects of multi-level governance in those 
processes. It will rely on three strands of research: (1) comparing the implementation of Local 
Agenda 21 among 12 European countries; (2) findings from comparative studies of sub-national 
government’s patterns of new governance across Europe; and (3) in-depth studies of Swedish local 
governments’ approaches to local nature protection with the support of LONA (The Local Nature 
Protection Programme), a recent central government initiative to mobilise local action. Common 
obstacles as well as success factors will be discussed drawing from all those studies which include, 
for example, the role of politics and policy; supporting structures and structural hindrances at 
national and local levels; capacity-building and strategies for participation and inclusion of 
stakeholders; and efficiency ideals versus long-term support and engagement. 
 
Katarina Eckerberg is Professor in Political Science, especially Public Administration, Umeå University 
(http://www.pol.umu.se) since year 2000. Her research comprises the field of policy analysis and 
implementation of environment and sustainable development from international to local level, often 
with a European comparative perspective, including studies of nature conservation, forestry and 
agricultural policy, environmental policy instruments and Local Agenda 21. Professor Eckerberg has 
30 years of research, teaching and development work and has worked at the Policy and Planning 
Service of the Food and Agriculture Organization in Rome and been Deputy Director of Stockholm 
Environment Institute (http://sei-international.org) as well as served on a large number of research 
boards in Sweden, Norway and the EU. Her publications include over 100 books and book chapters, 



journal articles, research reports and popular science articles. She is member of the Editorial Boards 
of Environmental Politics, Forest Policy & Economics, Journal of Environmental Policy & Planning and 
Local Environment, and member of several high-level advisory bodies in the field of environment and 
sustainable development. 

 
 
Eco-city governance in Vaxjo and Sweden 
 
Anders Franzén 
 
Abstract Swedish environmental administration has three well defined levels with divided 
responsibility. Central, with the government and its Ministries and Agencies. Regional, with 21 
County Administrative Boards and regional authorities. Local, with 290 municipalities. The 
parliament has defined the overall aim for the environment and 16 national quality objectives with 
interim targets for every one of them.  
 
The regional level is working on a common basis with representatives from the County 
Administrative Board, the Regional Council and the private sector, coordinated by an energy agency. 
This Climate Commission is structuring the work with a Climate and energy strategy, an Energy 
balance and with goals. At present main focus is on reduction of emissions from travels. It has not 
been a traditional role for the regional level to deal with environmental planning but it has got 
strong influence on the municipal work lately. The amount of renewable energy in the county is 
steadily increasing and the CO2 emission decreasing. 
 
Municipalities in Sweden have a strong position in financing and taking measures on environmental 
issues. As Växjö is in the middle of the forest we have done a lot related to bio energy. It started in 
the early 80ies with district heating and later also cooling from a combined heat and power plant 
fueled by wood waste. Now we are working with biogas and gasification of wood as transport fuel. 
Another profile is electricity and energy efficiency actions and multi story wooden houses. 
To get knowledge and experience it is important to build networks. Also it is a must to have a 
management procedure to steer and follow up your actions. Working with an ecoBudget manual 
along with the financial budget we have an action plan to deal with and gather data to sum up our 
work. From this we draw conclusion how to improve in the next year to reach our goals in the 
steering documents. Characteristics for our success are the governance structure, clear long term 
visions and tuff targets with continuous measures to take. It also takes engaged leaders and 
politicians. 
 
Anders Franzén is the Development Manager of the City of Växjö in Sweden. He has a degree in 
Political Science and Public Administration and has been the head of the city Planning Department 
for the past seventeen years. In this capacity, his main responsibility relates to spatial planning and 
sustainable development. He is also a member of various national and regional boards for planners, 
managers and construction engineers. He has chaired several international projects focussing in 
particular on environmental management and transport infrastructure.   
Mr. Franzén has been responsible for overseeing the City of Växjö strategy to become fossil fuel free. 
Following these transformations the city has been nominated as the Greenest City in Europe. 
Moreover, he is a frequent speaker at international conferences sharing his experience in turning the 
City of Växjö green. Mr. Franzén is involved in several international projects regarding spatial and 
environmental planning. Nowadays, he is also overseeing the development of a new city district, 
Arena City, which combines sport arenas, shopping malls and residential blocks, built according to 
the latest standards in sustainability.  

 



 
Policy and local leadership in Freiburg, Germany; The Charta of Freiburg 
 
Wulf Daseking 
 
Abstract Since the beginning of my activities as a planner I have been advocating the development of 
dense, heterogenic cities, an urban development orientated on public transportation, a 
decentralised urban development, a city of short distances in social equilibrium with differentiated 
citizen participation. 
 
Development processes have to include all stages of urban planning from concept stage to the final, 
detailed implementation – an all-round approach to urban planning! Seen in this context, planning 
seizes to be exclusively governed by budgets and becomes a question of attitude. The ruling 
principle is to achieve a balance between economy, ecology, cultural diversity, and most importantly 
of social aspects. Urban planning is to a great extend social planning! 
 
“Civitas – quo vadis“? The ecological renovation of our cities and the effects of demographic changes 
together with addressing the problems of social imbalance will to be the main topics of future urban 
planning. 
 
Wulf Daseking is Professor of city planning at Freiburg University and at the Academy of Business and 
Administration. Between 1984 and 2010 he was the Director of the City Planning office for the City of 
Freiburg, overseeing a large number of eco initiatives for the city. In this period his main focus was on 
Rieselfeld/Vauban/inner city planning, including central station area and Rotteckring, town quarter 
marketplaces concept, development plans, project Soziale Stadt (“Social City”), public spaces. He 
oversaw the development and implementation of more than 100 development plans. Between 1978 
and 1984 he was Director of the City Planning Office Muelheim/Ruhr. He is a member of the 
Architectural Association of the State of Baden-Württemberg (Architektenkammer Baden-
Württemberg), member of Association of German Architects (Bund Deutscher Architekten), member 
of the Academy of Urban Development and Regional Planning in Berlin and Honourable member of 
the Academy of Urbanism, London. 

 
 
From design briefs to sustainable communities to localism - has shifting policy affected actual 
development and where will planning priorities lie in the future? 
 
Alina Congreve 
 
Abstract Planning has a role to play in balancing social, economic and environmental outcomes. 
These can have different levels of emphasis in different policy regimes. Until the early 1980s 
planners had a central role in shaping new communities with direct involvement in the design and 
layout of the new homes and the associated facilities. The Conservative government of the 1980s 
viewed planning as a burden and attempted to marginalize the role of planning and direct 
involvement in housing and infrastructure provision was removed. Public resistance to many of the 
poor quality housing schemes led some forward thinking local authorities to consider how they 
could shape new development. In Essex the Design Guide provided a new and legitimate role for 
planners in shaping development from small infill sites to new settlements. What began as an 
initiative by local government was take up by national government and from the mid 1990s onwards 
national government policy increasingly supported interventions that promoted good design. Design 
guides had a role not just in the appearance of settlements but also shaped policies affecting social 
amenities. This trend was strengthened with the Sustainable Communities Plan, led by the then 



Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott. The creation of new sustainable communities focused on 
social outcomes and local environmental quality. This policy was based on the idea that better 
planning of new communities could help avoid social problems including crime and anti-social 
behavior, giving all residents a better quality of life. Does the current government’s Localism agenda 
produce a change in balance between the social, economic and environmental outcomes or does it 
reflect a return to a more extreme role change for planning as in the 1980s? 
 
Alina is Principal Lecturer in Sustainable Planning at the University of Hertfordshire. She joined the 
University of Hertfordshire in August 2011 after working for four years in the School of Real Estate 
and Planning at Reading. Her research has addressed in three main areas: sustainability and new 
housing development; behaviour change and climate change; and public involvement in planning. 
Her research has focused on housing and environmental issues, particularly the way that 
mainstream house builders are responding the challenge of environmental sustainability.  
 
Alina also has a strong interest in public involvement in planning. Her recent research investigated 
the development of public involvement in the planning system, particularly the highly influential 
Skeffington Report. 
 
She is also course director of the new MSc in Sustainable Planning at Hertfordshire and takes an 
active interest in developing partnerships with local stakeholders including Letchworth Garden City 
Heritage Foundation.  

 
 
The Eco-Town experience: The route from policy vision to practical reality 
 
Elanor Warwick 
 
Abstract This paper maps the evolution of the Eco-town policy from its launch in 2007 as a national, 
centrally funded initiative, to its current situation and local delivery in the first wave of the pilot 
demonstrator sites. Providing a critique of the national policy intent, it traces the development of 
the policy vision, and the evolution of the eco-town definition into practical deliverable plans.   It 
looks at the practical mechanisms applied to the realisation of the policy, how expert groups devised 
guidance, and other activities such as the CABE enabling program and Eco-town review panel 
influenced the master plans and designs for the select sites. It explores how delivery of these plans 
has been affected by the specificities of local governance and leadership structures of two particular 
eco-towns, Whitehill Borden and North-West Bicester.  The paper questions the practical impact 
that the recent changes to the planning system and the NPPF have had, and makes concluding 
speculations on other approaches or mechanisms that may have been applied to the problem of 
creating new large scale sustainable developments. 
 
Elanor is an architect and urban designer with over 10 years experience designing houses, schools 
and health buildings in the public and private sector.  While practicing as an architect she maintained 
a close association with academia by working as a Research Fellow at UCL, and studying city design 
and social science at the LSE.  
 
Establishing the role of Research Manager at the Peabody Trust, provided the opportunity to apply 
built environment research in practice, and she was responsible for devising a research programme 
evaluating the impact of Peabody's innovative schemes such as BedZED, ensuring that theoretical 
sustainability was translated into practical delivery. 
 



Between 2003 and spring 2011 CABE Elanor was Head of Research at CABE  (the Commission for 
Architecture and the Built Environment) managing a diverse and extensive programme of research 
covering all sectors of the built environment, and the design process, from the value of urban design 
to the impact of design on the users of building and spaces, with an emphasis on outcomes that were 
useful and relevant to a broad audience of professionals and public. She and her team produced 
targeted research providing the evidence to shape national policy, and embed good design practices 
within the industry. 
 
Since 2007 she has been working part-time on a PhD at King’s College London, exploring the 
translation of the concept of defensible space, between research, policy and practice, titled 
"Residential design and the geography of crime: revisiting Alice Colemans’ DICE schemes". Currently 
Elanor is working for the Technology Strategy Board on a competition to improve the efficiency and 
sustainability of design and construction process.  

 
 
La Démarche ÉcoCité : the French experience 
 
Kathryn Anderson 
 

Abstract In 2007, shortly after the election of President Sarkozy, a round table on the 
environment was held in Paris at the instigation of the French government. The “Grenelle de 
l’Environnement”, was a think tank that was unique in bringing together civilian and public 
service representatives to define key aspects of environmental policy. The Grenelle 
prioritised targets for various sectors of the development industry including buildings and 
energy,  transport, biodiversity and landscape, healthy environment, waste, governance and 
training. The principles agreed there have shaped sustainable and ecological development 
policy for the past 5 years in France and launched a number of important national initiatives 
including the ÉcoCité programme. 

Launched in October 2008 as one of the Environment Ministry’s responses to the Grenelle, 
the ÉcoCité initiative aims to reduce the impact of urbanism on the environment. The 
programme encourages cities to apply for ÉcoCité status, in return offering expertise and 
funding through a process of dialogue and knowledge sharing. This presentation will provide 
an overview of the ÉcoCité initiative including the initial ÉcoCité criteria and application 
process, the interrelationships of the actors involved in shaping the programme, the process 
of involvement for the first 13 cities and the results and outcomes from the first phase. It 
will conclude with lessons learned that are shaping the process as six more cities are given 
ÉcoCité status and the initiative moves into its second phase. 

Kathryn Anderson is a Director of Urban Design and Masterplanning at Barton Willmore.  
With more than 15 years experience of delivering mixed use, high density masterplans and 
major urban regeneration projects, her focus is on designing for sustainable communities.  
She specialises in creating places that are shaped by the people who live and work there. 
Kathryn has worked in both the public and private sectors and has directed numerous 
projects in the UK and Europe from the detail of individual streets and spaces to citywide 
design frameworks and regional spatial strategies. She was involved in the UK‘s ecotown 
initiative, leading the masterplanning process for one of the initial fifteen shortlisted 
schemes and now directs UK and European projects where sustainable living and responsible 



resource management are the core design objective. She is currently involved in 
masterplanning new sustainable neighbourhoods in Europe and the UK and since 2009 has 
been part of the team advising the French Government on their “ÉcoCité” programme.  

 
 
Cross-national comparisons- Round table  

 
Peter Newman is Professor of Comparative Urban Planning at the University of 
Westminster.  He has written widely on urban governance and planning. He is co-
author of two books on policy and planning in European cities (Urban Planning in 
Europe, Routledge, 1996, and Governance of Europe's City Regions, Routledge, 2002) 
and of books on the planning challenges facing world cities in North America and Asia 
(Planning World Cities, Palgrave, (2nd Edition), 2011 and Century Publishing Group, 
Shanghai, 2011). 
 
In 2006/07 he was Professeur Invité at the Institut d’Urbanisme de Paris, University of 
Paris XII. 

 

Joanna Williams is Senior Lecturer at the Bartlett School of Planning, University College London. She 

is part of the Sustainable Development and Transport and Infrastructure research groups. She is 

currently working on “Zero-Carbon Realities: Are Zero-Carbon Homes a Reality?” The project seeks to 

identify pathways to zero carbon transitions in housing. It draws on a range of international case 

studies to determine technical solutions for achieving this goal (energy-plus buildings, passive houses, 

decarbonised energy supplies, smart grids, super grids, renewable energy, etc) . It uses transition, co-

evolution, innovation and multi-level theories to explore the potential pathways for these technical 

solutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Governance of Eco-City Innovation- Seminar 2  

Evaluation 

• Information about yourself 

Which of the following categories best describe your interest in eco-cities?  

Academic            Policy            Urban Planning           Architecture         

Other (describe)  

 

• Information about the conference 

Which presentation did you enjoy most?  

 

 

 

Which aspects of the seminar need improving?  

 

 

 

• Information about future events 

What other Eco City related themes would you like to discuss in future 
events? 

 

 
 

 

 


