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The ‘Eco-City’ in Asia 

Daejeon, 14 October 2013 

 

 

Workshop Schedule 

 

2:00 - 2:15 Welcome and Recap of the previous organizational meeting 

 

2:15 - 3:45 Session 1: Individual Presentation and Discussion 

Marc Wolfram, HaeRan Shin, Sofia T. Shwayri, Yoon Jung Lee, Buhm Soon Park 

 

3:45 - 4:00 Break 

 

4:00 - 5:15 Session 2: Individual Presentation and Discussion 

Marc Wolfram, HaeRan Shin, Sofia T. Shwayri, Yoon Jung Lee, Buhm Soon Park 

 

5:15 - 5:30 Planning of Future Meetings 

 

5:30 - 7:00 Session 3: Colloquium talk 

Jung Won Sonn 

 

7:00 - 9:00 Dinner 

 

 

 

 

Participants’ Biography  

 

Jung Won Sonn is a lecturer (the equivalent of Assistant Professor in the UK academic title 

system) at Bartlett School of Planning, UCL, University of London. He received his PhD in 

Urban Planning at UCLA after doing his MA in City Planning and his BA in Engineering at 

Seoul National University. 

 

Dr. Sonn's research is focused on two themes within the regional economic development 

realm: 1) economic geographical analysis of R&D and 2) political analysis of regional 

economic planning. He has been the recipient of such prestigious fellowships as the 

Benjamin Stevens Fellowship (North American Regional Science Association), the 

Leverhulme Early Career Fellowship (Leverhulme Foundation) the Marie Curie Fellowship 

(European Commission). 
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Marc Wolfram is an urban and regional planner working on the dynamics of urban change 

and the strategies and approaches for steering such change towards sustainability. He has 

more than 10 years of experience as a researcher in various European and national 

programs, dealing with issues linking environment, land use, mobility, energy and ICT usage 

in urban contexts. Since 2006 he has also worked regularly as a university lecturer and 

trainer for professionals, and has been assigned as an independent reviewer by government 

bodies and international scientific journals. In 2013 he has been appointed as associate 

professor at the Urban Sustainability Transitions Lab, Yonsei University (Seoul). 

 

Since 2013: Associate Professor, Urban Sustainability Transitions Lab, Dep. of Urban 

Planning and Enginering, Yonsei University, Seoul (South Korea) 

2012: Head of research area “Strategic issues and perspectives” at Leibniz Institute of 

Ecological Urban and Regional Development (IOER), Dresden (Germany) 

2010: Research Fellow, International Center for Cultural and Technology Studies (IZKT), 

University of Stuttgart (Germany) 

2006 – 2012: Senior researcher, Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban and Regional 

Development (IOER), Dresden (Germany) 

2005 – 2006: Post-doc researcher, Maison des Sciences de l’Homme (MSH), Paris (France) / 

Ecole Nationale des Travaux Publics et de l’Etat (ENTPE), Lyon (France) 

2002 – 2006: Research associate, Rupprecht Consult – Forschung & Beratung GmbH, 

Cologne (Germany) 

1999 – 2003: Ph.D. in planning, ETSA Barcelona (Spain) / University of Stuttgart (Germany) 

1998 – 1999: Research associate, University of Stuttgart (Germany), Department of urban 

planning and design 

 

 

 

HaeRan Shin focuses on examining the politics of key actors in various development cases, 

including culture-led urban regeneration, new towns, environmental policy narratives, and 

risk perception. By taking an actor-focused approach, she explores how specifically different 

actors form and develop power relations, environmental politics, knowledge mobility, 

discourses, and adaptive preferences. She also works with immigrants and their receiving 

communities. She has published papers on those topics in such journals as Urban Studies, 

the International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, and Planning Theory and Practice. 

HaeRan Shin used to teach in the Bartlett School of Planning at University College London, 

and she started teaching in the Department of Geography at Seoul National University in 

South Korea beginning September 2013. She has received her PhD from the University of 

Southern California. 
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Sofia T. Shwayri is an Associate Professor in International Planning and Development at 

Seoul National University (SNU) in South Korea.  Prior to SNU, Dr. Shwayri was a Visiting 

Fellow in Lebanese Studies at Oxford University in St. Antony’s College, where she brought 

together an interdisciplinary group of scholars from across the world for a conference on 

the Multiple Phases and Processes of Reconstructions in Lebanon.  Before Oxford, Dr. 

Shwayri was an Assistant Professor /Faculty Fellow in the area of the City at the John W. 

Draper Interdisciplinary Master's Program in Humanities and Social Thought in the Graduate 

School of Arts and Sciences at New York University.  Sofia earned both her M.S. and Ph.D. in 

Architecture at the University of California, Berkley (1997, 2002), where she was also a 

Research Fellow at the Center of Middle Eastern Studies, an Instructor in Peace and Conflict 

Studies, and in the Department of City and Regional Planning.  As part of her interest in the 

planning and the politics of cities, since moving to Seoul in 2009, Sofia has been researching 

Korea’s new planned cities, particularly Sejong and Songdo, and presenting her work in 

international conferences.  Sofia’s interest also extends to the study of conflict and cities 

and post-conflict reconstruction of cities, teaching seminars on both these subjects.  Her 

interest in cities springs from growing up in wartime Beirut where she witnessed more than 

15 years of simultaneous destruction and reconstruction.  She is currently writing on Syria’s 

military conflict and its emerging urbanism, while continuing to research Korea’s production 

and export of model ubiquitous cities with particular focus on Songdo. Her most recent 

publication is titled “A Model Korean Ubiquitous Eco-city? The Politics of Making Songdo”. 

 

 

 

Yoon Jung Lee received her Ph.D. in Anthropology from Stanford University. Her research 

interests include environmental politics, urban governance, NGOs, the social histories of 

technology industries, and transnationalism in the Pacific Rim. Her recent research on 

Silicon Valley, California, focused on environmental challenges that have faced the region 

since its development in the 1970s. Previously, she investigated the links between political 

decentralization and the rise of environmental activism in South Korea during the 1990s. 

She teaches courses on environmental politics, NGOs, Silicon Valley, and anthropology of 

science and technology. 

 

 

 

Buhm Soon Park is Associate Professor and Head of the Graduate School of Science and 

Technology Policy at Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST) in Daejeon, 

South Korea. He earned his Ph.D. in history of science from the Johns Hopkins University in 

1999, and subsequently worked as a historian of medical science and research policy at the 

U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) until 2007. Park’s specialty is in the historical study of 

modern science in the institutional and social settings. He has sought to utilize insights from 

historical studies (or more broadly from STS) in the practice of policy and, at the same time, 

bring policy processes to the realm of STS. Park’s current research interests include: 

bureaucratic entrepreneurship and American biomedicine, science and law during the 

Korean democratization movement, the formation of nuclear bureaucracy in Korea, and the 

social construction of eco-technology across the nations. 


